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WATERFRONT WONDERLAND
Radical architectural vision forAuckland’s container port
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A40m-wide canal

New inner-city beaches

Parklands anda lagoon
surroundedby aboardwalk

4000apartments, offices
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AnundergroundMaori historical and
cultural centrewith its own “volcano”
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The cost of preparing the land for development alone is conservatively estimated at $1.2 billion
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Architects outline bold vision for Auckland waterfront

What do you think?
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about the waterfront vision
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Shane Jones

out of Auckland. It resonates with
me.”

It also ticks a lot of green boxes.
“Walkability is the key,” said Mackie.
Vehicles would be able to use only
some of the access roads and parking
wouldmainly beunderground. There
are water turbines and solar energy
units to make the whole thing self-
sufficient in energy.

But it would be expensive. Alan
McMahon, national director of com-
mercial real-estate specialists Colliers
International, puts the cost of
preparing the land for development
at about $1.2 billion. That includes an
estimate of $450million in landvalue,
which many will see as conservative.

Mackie said the proposal was de-
veloped with artist and urban de-
signer Bernard Makoare, who was

also involvedwithArchimedia on the
Auckland Art Gallery and Te Oro.
Makoare is from Ngati Whatua Ora-
kei, although he works with the com-
pany in a personal capacity.

The “volcanic” motu or cone
would be set into the grassed roof of
a cultural centre dedicated to the
history of Maori settlement on the
isthmus. The volcano isn’t designed
to explode, but it would be filled with
photo-voltaic cells that glow red in
the evening. A waterway around it
would be a tidal estuary.

The lagoon has three new beaches
and is surrounded by a 20m board-
walk. It’s for swimming, waka ama,
paddle boarding and other water
pursuits. The concrete Toyota build-
ing on the port site would be restored
as a base for water recreation and a
market. It has no heritage classifi-
cation and is at risk of demolition.

The buildings
would be only
four to seven
storeys, and the
entire built area
would be at least
2m above sea
level, to mini-

mise the risks from climate change.
The stadium is next to SparkArena

and Mackie says it’s not essential,
although he hopes it happens. Quay
Stwould be straightened,with a canal
running alongside it. Cruise ships,
including the giant Oasis-class, would
berth on the outer west side of the
area, where Bledisloe Wharf is now.

At today’s councilmeeting officials
will report on Ports of Auckland’s
own 30-year plan for the site, which
does not fit with the Archimedia
proposal. The port wants to keep its
operations where they are, do some

reclamation and add new buildings.
Council planning committee chair

Chris Darby told the Herald he liked
the Archimedia proposal andwarned
that “interim decisions” should not be
allowed to stop bigger and better
ideas from happening later on.

Meanwhile, NgatiWhatuawants to
buy the port’s land. Iwi spokesman
Ngarimu Blair was consulted by
Archimedia and he told theHerald he
also liked what he had seen.

“It’s ambitious. We need that. And
generally it’s what is required. Open-
ing the area up, putting Aucklanders
back in touch with the water’s edge.”

Blair said the plan didn’t under-
mine Ngati Whatua’s desire to own
the land. “We’re open to anyone who
wants to talk to us about good ideas.”

Mayor Goff has consistently said
the port land is not for sale.

Using Colliers’ estimates, it’s likely

the development could pay for itself.
And, say Mackie and McMahon, it
could provide the council with about
half a billion in revenue, plus maybe
$40m in rates each year.

But the cost of shifting the port will
be more than $5b. If port land is to
help fund its relocation, some of the
new buildings on it may need to be
very much taller.

There’s no easyway through these
issues, although there will soon be a
process that might help.

Jones said he was about to estab-
lish the port study group, as promised
in the coalition agreement.

He hoped Archimedia would
make itself known to the group.

Govt moves to broaden online tax
ExclusiveMeasures being announced today expected to take in overseas purchases worth less than $400
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T he Government is set to
announce further measures
today to collect 15 per cent
GST on low-value goods

bought by Kiwis online from over-
seas, a so-called “Amazon tax”.

The tax will be on anything under
$400. Anything above $400 already
attracts duties.

It follows on from the “Netflix tax”
which started in October 2016 and
which required foreign providers to
levy GST on digital services sold to
New Zealanders including Netflix,
Spotify, iTunes, Kindle, online games
and software.

In November, Revenue Minister
Stuart Nash promised further action,
saying that leaving out low-value
physical goods gave an unfair advan-
tage to overseas sellers compared

with New Zealand sellers. Today, he
and Customs Minister Meka Whaitiri
are due to make an announcement
at a bookshop in Wellington.

GST is payable on all goods bought
in New Zealand, including online pur-
chases such as books bought on
Amazon or Book Depository or goods
from Alibaba and e-Bay.

But the cost of collecting it on small
things such as a $40 book means it
is not collected.

Today’s announcement is likely to
find a way to make large sellers
comply with New Zealand law by
registering and collecting GST.

While the tax will be paid by the
foreign firms selling the goods the
cost would inevitably be passed on
to the buyer through higher prices.

The new tax was expected to raise
about $64 million in the first year
rising to $81m in two years as the
amount of online shopping grows.

As a result of the “Netflix tax,” about

200 overseas companies registered
with Inland Revenue and now pay
tax to New Zealand.

Retail New Zealand and
Booksellers New Zealand are
expected to be delighted.

Last year Nash said the National
Government hadnot gone far enough
when it introduced the so-called
“Netflix tax” to gather GST on services

and electronic purchases. “It gives a
15 per cent competitive advantage to
[retailers] overseas”.

The tax being announced today
had been planned by National with
Judith Collins sending a paper on it
to Cabinet in July last year.

The “Netflix tax” kicked in in Octo-
ber 2016, requiring sellers such as
Apple to charge GST on online pur-

chases from New Zealand.
Despite that, today’s announce-

ment would be seen by many as
another broken promise by Labour
which committed to no new taxes in
its first term.

It came after a review in 2015
found the Government was missing
out on about $180m a year by not
collecting GST on online purchases,
including $40m from shopping on
iTunes, Netflix, Spotify and other
online services.

Nash’s move was heralded as “the
first time that a Revenue Minister has
committed to fixing this issue” by
Retail NZ spokesman Greg Hardford.

Local retailers had long been at a
disadvantage to overseas sellers,
Hardford said.

However, that did not impact on
purchases of goods from overseas
which were worth less than $400
until now. The same tax will be
introduced to Australia in July.
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